
Dental Assistant 
A program specific application is required in addition to 
a Century College application. 
Application Fall Deadline January 15, 2010 
Application Spring Deadline July 15, 2010 
 

Program Overview 
The demand for certified and registered dental 
assistants exists with excellent placement, salary and 
benefits. Dental assistants participate in a variety of 
tasks that include chairside assisting, patient education, 
polishing teeth, taking radiographs, making study 
models, and preparing business forms. 
 Career opportunities are available in an assortment of 
dental offices and public institutions. The Dental 
Assistant major is accredited by the Commission on 
Dental Accreditation of the American Dental 
Association. Graduates of the Dental Assistant Program 
are eligible to take the Dental Assisting National Board 
Certification Exam and the Minnesota State Board of 
Dentistry Registration Exam. Dental assistant 
graduates, upon successful completion of the exams, 
are certified and registered dental assistants. 
 

Program Options 
Program Name: # of Credits, # of Semesters 
Dental Assistant (Associate in Applied Science 
Degree): 64 cr, 4 sem 
Dental Assistant (Diploma): 48 cr, 3 1/2 sem 
 

Application Requirements 
Minimum assessment score placement in Rdng 1000 or 
above, or completion of Rdng 0090 with a grade of “C” 
or higher; minimum assessment score placement in 
Engl 1021, or completion of Engl 0090 with a grade of 
“C” or higher.  
By the end of the first semester: Current CPR 
certification is required, also vaccination for hepatitis B 
and a mantoux test. 

 
 

 

Curriculum at-a-glance 
The following is a list of the types of courses that are 
involved in this program. 

 
Major Courses: 
Terminology & Safety  
Instrument Utilization and Maintenance 
Prevention of Disease Transmission 
Oral Anatomy and Embryology 
Collection and Recording of Clinical Data 
Oral Pathology and Patient Examination 
Patient Education and Oral Health Hygiene 
Tooth Morphology and Application 
Chairside and Four-Handed Dentistry Procedures 
Human Anatomy and Physiology 
Biomaterials: Impressions, Laboratory Applications, 
Restorative Procedures  
Chairside Dental Assisting 
Dental Radiology 
Dental Specialties 
Dental Office Business Procedures 
 

Expanded Duties: 
Dental Medication and Nitrous Oxide 
Rubber Dam Placement 
Mechanical Polishing and Fluoride 
Dental Radiography 
Dental Impressions  
Periodontal Dressing, Cement and Suture  
Removal 
Orthodontics 
Pit and Fissure Sealants 
Nitrous Oxide Inhalation Sedation 
Clinical Internship* 
 
*Background studies may be required prior to 
internships.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

General Education Courses 
For the AAS degree, students will need to take 20 
credits in the following areas: 
English Composition  
Communication  
Science/Mathematics 
History/Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Humanities/Fine Arts 
 

A copy of the program’s policy on hazardous materials, 
blood borne and infectious diseases is available upon 
request. 
 

Important Telephone Numbers 
Admissions Office  (651)773-1700 
Counseling & Career Center  (651)779-3285 
Financial Aid Office  (651)779-3305 
Program Advisor/Director:   

Arlene Retzer  (651)779-5778 
 

Financial Aid 
Financial aid is available to those who are eligible.  
Students must apply for financial aid early as it can take 
6-8 weeks to be processed.  Please contact the 
Financial Aid Office for more information and a free 
financial aid application. 
 

Costs 
In addition to tuition costs, supplies for the program will 
cost approximately $875. Fees, charges and policies 
are as of the publication date and subject to change. 

 
Check our website for current tuition rates. 

 

 
 



 

Thank you for choosing Century College to 

begin building your future success. Weôre 

glad that you are here! 

 

As Minnesota's largest two-year community 

and technical college, Century offers students 

the state's most comprehensive selection of 

professional and technical career programs 

as well as academic transfer options. Century 

College offers over 60 different career 

programs. 

 

At Century College, our faculty and staff are 

also committed to assist you in the 

development of a LifePlan. The GPS LifePlan 

will be a useful tool to help you navigate your 

college experience and get you where you 

want to go. 

 

Century College is known for having a 

nationally respected teaching faculty, friendly 

and supportive learning environment and 

affordable tuition. Through Century's strong 

relationship with the business community, 

many of our students are offered employment 

opportunities while still enrolled at Century 

College. We're here to help you succeed in 

your career goals. 

 

We are confident your experience at Century 

College will be a rewarding one. 

 

Higher Education. Lower Tuition. 

Century College. 

 

Welcome! 

 

Discover Centuryôs other great health 
career programs: 

Dental Programs 

 Dental Hygiene 
Emergency Medical Programs 

 Emergency Medical Technician  

 Paramedic 
Human Services 
Medical Assistant 
Nursing (RN) 
Nursing Assistant 
Orthotics 
Prosthetics 
Radiologic Technology 

 Computed Tomography 
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