Century College

DENTAL HYGIENE |

| Program

The Dental Hygiene Program provides knowledge and skills necessary to provide direct patient care according to the
scope of practice for licensed dental hygienists in Minnesota. Routine functions include patient assessment,
documentation of findings, dental hygiene diagnosis and treatment planning, scaling, non-surgical periodontal treatment,
amalgam polishing and margination, polishing teeth, placing dental sealants, exposing and interpreting radiographs,
utilizing preventive and therapeutic medicaments, administering local anesthetic, nitrous oxide sedation, and personalized
oral health education, nutritional and tobacco cessation counseling. The program prepares students for written and
clinical licensing board exams as well as any jurisprudence tests required for licensure. The Dental Hygiene curriculum
requires two consecutive academic years, including a part-time summer session.

The Dental Hygiene program begins once per year, in the Fall Semester. Courses are scheduled during weekday
afternoons and evenings (starting as early as 9:30 am and ending as late as 9:00 pm} and occasionally, Saturday mornings.
There are 12 students accepted each year. To be considered for the program, applicants must have completed the
minimum academic requirements by May 31 of they year they are applying to enter the program. (See page 4, Dental
Hygiene Readiness Determination Form or the Dental Hygiene program brochure.)

Applications for the Dental Hygiene Program will be accepted from November 1, 2009 through March 31, 2010. The College
reserves the right to extend the application deadline until the class is filled.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
1. Dental Assistant Requirement:

e Graduation from an accredited Dental Assistant program

e 1040 hours (equal to approximately six months full-time work) Licensed/Registered Dental Assistant (L/RDA)
experience in the past three years. Please use the enclosed work verification form included in this packet

e Students must currently be a Minnesota Licensed/Registered Dental Assistant. Students may mail a notarized
copy of the certificate or bring in the original to be copied in the Admissions office.

2. Science Requirement: Completion of the following science courses with a grade of “C” or better and an
overall GPA of 2.75:
e Introductory Chemistry (Century Chem 1020-4 sem cr. or Chem 1041-5 sem cr.)
(PLEASE NOTE: Math0030 is a prerequisite for Chem 1020)
e Human Anatomy & Physiology (Century Biol 2031 & 2032 - 8 sem cr. or Biol 2040 & 2045 -8 sem cr)
(PLEASE NOTE: Biology 1020 and Chemistry 1020 are prerequisites for Biology 2031)
e Microbiology (Century Biol 2035-3 sem cr.)

3. Credit and GPA Requirement: Completion of a minimum of 12 semester credits or 18 quarter credits
with a cumulative grade point average of 2.5. These credits must be college level. Note:

e Grade point average will be calculated on all college level - liberal arts credits completed at the time of application
to the Dental Hygiene program. Technical credits and credits earned under Pass/Fail, CLEP, Career Development,
Learning Lab, Study Skills, PhyEd or English as a Second Language (ESL) courses will not be calculated in the GPA
or counted in the 12/18 minimum credits required for admission.

e Students who have an overall grade point average of less than 2.5 may petition to use only “recent” college level
credits to meet the required 2.5 GPA. Students must complete the “recent” credits and submit the petition to the
Admissions Office attention Sherry H. prior to the Dental Hygiene Program application deadline.



e |f a student has earned a baccalaureate degree or higher, the minimum 2.5 GPA may be calculated on the final 45
quarter credits or 30 semester credits. The science requirement must also be met.

4. Basic Skills Requirement: All Dental Hygiene applicants are required to comply with the Century College
policy regarding assessment testing in reading comprehension, writing, and math. Assessments must be
completed prior to the application deadline. A/l required remedial / developmental coursework must be
completed by the end of the summer session that precedes the beginning of the Dental Hygiene program, or the
student will lose his/her space in the program.

5. High School Diploma/GED: All Dental Hygiene applicants must have a high school diploma or GED.

Selection Process

e Atthe application deadline, qualified applicants will be assessed based on the application requirements. Applicants
who have completed all of the admission requirements by the March 31 deadline will receive priority consideration.

e If there are more qualified applicants than availahle spaces, a selection process will be conducted and an alternate
list will be established.

e Qualified applicants will either be accepted as one of the students in the program or will be placed on an alternate
list.

e Students on the alternate list will be selected in the order of their alternate list number and only if previously selected
students decline their acceptance prior to the first date of the first dental hygiene class.

e Applicants on the alternate list will not be carried over to the next year and therefore, will need to apply again before
the next application deadline to be considered.

Application Requirements

Deadlines: The Dental Hygiene Program application must be completed and submitted by March 31, 2010. If you have
never applied to Century College you must include a Century College application along with a $20 non refundable
application fee.

Pre-application education requirements: At the time of application, applicants must have completed all the academic
requirements listed previously as “Admission Requirements”.

Transcripts: Request official transcripts for all college courses and vocational school work done previously, including any
courses in progress. Transcripts must be sent directly from the previous institution to the address below

Century College

DARS/Transfer Office

3300 Century Ave N

White Bear Lake, MN 55110

International transcripts must be evaluated by World Education Services to be petitioned for use; contact info@wes.org.


mailto:info@wes.org

Criminal Background Check:

Minnesota Law requires any individual having contact with patients to complete a criminal background check prior to
starting the clinical experience. An individual may be disqualified from having patient contact and would not be permitted
to participate in the clinical experience.

Social Security Notice:

Many colleges/universities, including Century College, use Social Security numbers for student identification purposes on
student records. Providing your Social Security number is voluntary. If you do not provide this number, your application
will still be processed. This data is requested for purposes of administration, program evaluation and consumer and




